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by David W. Denton, Ed.D.

Transcending Boundaries with Technology 

A message from 
the editor

The theme for this edition of Curricu-
lum in Context is Transcending Boundaries 
with Technology and this is indeed what 
technology helps educators do. While there 
may be varying degrees of commitment 
and enthusiasm around technology for 
teaching and learning, there is no denying 
that the promise of technology for making 
work easier, effective, and more efficient has 
captured the hearts and minds of many edu-
cational leaders. This is why various sets of 
standards and regulations include technolo-
gy outcomes. The Danielson Framework for 
Teaching, the Marzano Teacher Evaluation 
Model, AWSP Leadership Framework, and 
the Marzano School Leadership Evaluation 
Plan all include criteria or evidence describ-
ing effective use of technology. One authori-
tative source for articulating these outcomes 
and elevating their importance is Washing-
ton Administrative Code, specifically chap-
ter 181-78A and 79A, which require new 
and practicing teachers integrate technology 
as part of instruction and assessment. Surely, 
similar legal code may be found in the 
descriptions of other states where teacher 
knowledge and skill is established. Faith in 
teaching with technology is nationwide. The 

Interstate Teacher Assessment and Support 
Consortium and Common Core literacy 
and mathematics standards include technol-
ogy outcomes. There is even an Office of 
Educational Technology (OET), which is a 
branch of the United States Department of 
Education. The mission of OET “is to pro-
vide leadership for transforming education 
through the power of technology.”

The power and promise of technol-
ogy for transforming teaching and learning 
seems interwoven across evaluation systems, 
legal codes, and policy statements. However, 
one of the great challenges, or opportunities, 
is knowing how to use technology for bring-
ing about real change. Using technology for 
more than novelty requires careful planning 
and significant resources. This is true for any 
educational innovation, digital or otherwise. 
The key to success is selecting the right tech-
nology, implementing it well, and ensuring 
sustainability. This edition of Curriculum in 
Context provides some bridges for closing 
the gap between the power and promise of 
technology and practical how-to.

Jeff Utecht opens the edition by de-
scribing steps for teaching Internet search 
skills, while Richard Kassissieh and Jeff 

Tillinghast discuss the intersection between 
technology, formative assessment, and 
differentiated instruction. David Wicks 
predicts the trajectory of technology in 
education through the lens of Massive Open 
Online Courses, and Julie Olsen reminds us 
that while digital technologies for teaching 
are amazing, they mean little without pas-
sion and motivation. Shelby Reynolds ex-
plores different ways technology overcomes 
boundaries, and Hannah Gbenro provides 
some tips for improving professional devel-
opment around technology.

The editorial staff of Curriculum in 
Context hopes you will discover several 
new ideas and approaches as you read this 
edition and consider improvements to your 
own instructional practice for transcending 
boundaries with technology.
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