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by David W. Denton, Ed.D.

Supporting Exceptional Learners 

A message from 
the editor

This edition of Curriculum in Context 
is unique, both because the theme is 
supporting exceptional learners and also 
because it marks significant transitions. 
This is the final edition for Kathy Clayton, 
Executive Director of WSASCD. Kathy has 
faithfully served in this role for eight years 
and her efforts and leadership deserve the 
highest praise. She has remained optimistic 
in the face of economic challenges, steadfast 
in her loyalty to students, and persistent 
in advancing the priorities of the Whole 
Child Initiative. Although Kathy’s tenure as 
Executive Director is coming to a close, the 
trajectory she has established for WSASCD 
is sure to produce positive results for years 
to come.

The Board of Directors and editorial 
staff of CiC welcome Dr. Art Jarvis, who 
will take the mantle of WSASCD Executive 
Director this summer. Art has worked 
as an educator for over 47 years and his 
experiences and accomplishments as a 
teacher, principal, and superintendent are 
extensive. Not the least of his qualifications 
include serving as President of WSASCD in 
1998.

Articles in previous editions of CiC 
have been organized by their relation to 
each other, while remaining aligned with a 
common theme. The theme of this edition, 
supporting exceptional learners, certainly 
unifies articles, but it also suggests mixture, 
multiplicity, and variety. Remaining true to 
the theme requires layering and interleaving 
articles, as a reflection of the sublime 
complexity inherent in classrooms.

This edition begins with a description 
of Katie Brown’s model for ELL family 
outreach, followed by Jann Leppien’s 
summary of principles of high-quality 
curricula for gifted learners. Sue Ann Bube 
and Cinda Johnson share research and 
strategies for transitioning students with 
disabilities, while Vanessa Tucker and Laura 
Matson identify interventions for dealing 
with challenging student behavior. Nick 
Kummert tells about his use of literature 
circles for enhancing language skills. Jeanine 
Butler, Kristi Daley, and Amber Birks 
propose PLC reform for supporting all 
students and Gretel von Bargen presents 
her approach to differentiating science 
instruction. Angela Anderson shares visual 

thinking strategies for deepening dialogue. 
Kathleen Casper and Kathryn Picanco 
revisit education for gifted and talented 
students, while Amy Johnson shares lessons 
learned over 29 years of teaching.

David W. Denton, Ed.D., is an Assistant 
Professor at Seattle Pacific University. 
Before joining Seattle Pacific, David taught 
middle school students, in a variety of 
disciplines, for ten years. In 2005, David 
earned National Board Certification in 
early adolescent mathematics.

Readers of this edition of CiC are sure 
to find practical models and strategies that 
will invigorate and improve instruction. 
At the same time, the survey of approaches 
for supporting exceptional learners 
inspires confidence that educators across 
Washington are effectively helping all 
students reach their full potential.


