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by Kathy Claayton

A message from  
the executive director

Executive Directions

This June will mark the end of my 
8th year as the Executive Director of 
Washington State ASCD. What a journey it 
has been! This Association has gone through 
many changes over the years, but the 
fundamental mission has remained the same 
– to promote promising practices to ensure 
ALL students are safe, healthy, engaged, 
supported and challenged. Every change 
has been embraced by Association members 
and has made us stronger, better. For me, 
every challenge has been an opportunity to 
grow personally and professionally. It has 
been an absolute pleasure working with so 
many caring, committed educators who 
see change as a catalyst for reaching new 
levels of effectiveness. Washington State 
ASCD is on solid ground, largely due to the 
efforts of several boards of directors which 
have adapted to our changing educational 
landscape. This year has been no exception, 
with the leadership of President, Dr. 
Ismael Vivanco. We’ve met the challenges 
of budget cuts in school districts across 
our state, which directly affected our 
association’s financial health, through our 
board’s efforts and with the counsel of our 
past presidents. I would like to personally 
thank Past Presidents Dr. Becky Berg, Ms. 
Helene Paroff, Ms. Janel Keating, Dr. 
Mike Dunn, Dr. Josh Garcia, and Mr. Tim 
Nootenboom for their guidance through 
the years. As I leave the position of executive 
director, I look forward to continuing my 
work as the webmaster for Washington State 
ASCD, and will remain a strong advocate 
for the work of this association.

Thank You 
Departing Board Members 

Board members contribute countless 
hours of conference calls and meetings, 
providing a critical level of insight into 
issues that guide our Association forward. 
Leaving the board in June is Mr. Tim 
Nootenboom, Director Teaching and 
Learning in Central Valley School District, 
who has served on the Board for the past 
six years. Having served as the ASCD 
Representative, President-elect, President 
and Past President, Tim’s commitment 
to our Association has been unwavering. 
During his tenure, Mr. Nootenboom 
moved us forward with inspiration by 
setting direction and guiding the Board 
through direct, collaborative conversations. 
Other members who will be completing 
their terms of service include Mr. Brent 
Howard, Technology Specialist in Central 
Valley School District and Ms. Janet Regge, 
Instructional Facilitator at Honey Dew 
Elementary in Renton School District. The 
perseverance and contributions of Tim, 
Brent, and Janet, as well as our entire Board 
of Directors, have been greatly appreciated 
as we moved forward with so many critical 
decisions.

Welcome  
Dr. Art Jarvis 
New Executive Director

The Board of 
Directors for Washington 
State ASCD is pleased to 
announce that beginning 
July 1, Dr. Art Jarvis will 
succeed Mrs. Clayton as 
the executive director of 

WSASCD. Dr. Jarvis has served students 
in our state for over 47 years. Starting 
his teaching career in the rural town of 
Waitsburg and retiring as Superintendent 
of Tacoma Public Schools in 2012, he has 
demonstrated passion, innovation and 
advocacy for thousands of students in the 
various roles he has filled. He was awarded 
Superintendent of the Year twice during 
his career in our state. Currently, Dr. Jarvis 
continues his contributions to education 
by serving as an Executive Coach and 
Instructor in the Administrative Program 
at Seattle University. Dr. Jarvis has been a 
friend of Washington State ASCD for many 
years, having served as a board member 
and also president in 1998, as well as being 
involved with ASCD International. We are 
pleased to have Dr. Jarvis join and lead the 
Association once again as the new Executive 
Director.

Moving Forward
As you know, the work of Washington 

State ASCD has been centered on support-
ing you, as educators, so you can best serve 
the children of our state. In these changing 
times, remember that you count! As you go 

about your daily life as an educa-
tor, remember that the work 
you do with children and your 
community does make a differ-
ence. On behalf of Washington 
State ASCD, thank you for your 
caring, your strength and your 
belief in children.

Respectfully, 
Kathy Clayton


